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ABSTRACT

Theoretical Modeling of Safety Policy Change:
A Grounded Theory Approach Analyzing Research Papers

Dongwook Kwon & Kwanpyo Bae

The purpose of this study is to present a theoretical model of the process of safety policy
change through a grounded theory approach. An integrated policy model was derived by
extracting and reorganizing categories from safety policy research papers published
between 2010 and 2025. Changes in safety policy result in policy outcomes through social
events, political and policy environments, and compromises among policy actors. The
theoretical significance is that it presents an integrated structure of policy change and
demonstrates the applicability of Korea's safety policy model by complementing the
limitations of existing models. Policy implications, include that incidents and the political
and policy environment increase the possibility of policy change, and policy results are

expressed in a reduced form through the coordination of policy intermediaries.

(Keywords: safety policy, policy change, grounded theory, literature review]
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