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ABSTRACT

An Empirical Study on Changes in the Diversity of Undergraduate
Institutions Among Law School Entrants in Korea: Focusing on
Regional Talent Quotas and the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI)

Jaehee Park

The law school system, introduced in 2009, was promoted as an educational reform aimed
at alleviating the concentration of legal professionals in the metropolitan area and ensuring
diversity and regional representation among graduate schools. This study empirically
analyzed changes in the diversity of universities attended by law school students based on
data from 25 law schools nationwide over a 17-year period from 2009 to 2025. To this end,
we collected data on law school admissions from the Ministry of Justice and the Council of
Law Schools, and used the proportion of university graduates by location, the proportion of
regional talent, and the Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI) as key indicators. The analysis
results showed that the proportion of graduates from universities located in the metropolitan
area in law school admissions has been steadily increasing, and even law schools located in
local areas are highly dependent on universities in the metropolitan area. In terms of
diversity of universities, law schools located in the metropolitan area had significantly higher
average HHIs than those located in the non-metropolitan areas, indicating a strong
concentration of universities. Law schools located in non-metropolitan areas showed a
relatively diverse distribution of universities. Examining trends in average HHI values by year
reveals that while the initial phase of the law school system contributed to increasing
diversity in universities, the selection structure has tended to become more centered on
specific universities over time. These results suggest that more sophisticated institutional
supplementation is necessary to achieve the policy goals of the law school system: diversity

of legal personnel and balanced regional development.

(Keywords: law school, diversity, regional talent, Herfindahl-Hirschman Index (HHI),
educational equity, regional representation)
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