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ABSTRACT

Publicness Perception Types of Employees in Public Enterprises:
Using the Q methodology

Seoho Lee, Dasom Kim, Sung-Woo Hong & Suho Bae

This paper goes further than the previously discussed publicness discourse and seeks to
examine the types and characteristics of publicness based on an individual's subjective
perception. Specifically, we aim to derive public interest implications for our society by
targeting employees in public enterprises who can expect more public value than any other
occupational groups, and typifying their perceived publicness. For this purpose, we used the
Q methodology, which can quantitatively understand an individual's subjectivity. The
specific analysis results are as follows. First of all, the perception of publicness is largely
divided into the three types. Type I was named Publicness based on procedural fairness’,
Type II was named ‘Publicness based on deliberation’, and Type III was named Publicness
based on utilitarianism’. Respectively, each type of publicness emphasizes the process
aspect, the reflection and deliberation aspect, and the public interest aspect in recognizing
publicness. This typification exhibits different content properties from the discourse of
publicness according to conceptual implications, thus allowing a clearer understanding of
the social orientation value of publicness that reflects an individual's subjectivity and

providing useful social implications in the field of public policy.

(Keywords: publicness, publicness perception, employees in public enterprises, Q
methodology]
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